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The Day . by cee sert commemorate the 
unequalled VIRTUES agd preeminent SERVICES of : 


Gx. GEORGE WASHINGTON: 


FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND COM- 
MANDER IN CHIEF OF THE AMERICAN FORCES DURING 
8. THE 1 REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 
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„Begin with the Infant in his Cradle: 7 L 
the firſt word he liſps be WASHINGTON.“ 
The firſt Laing he learns, his COUN5EL., 


| | | Morteſter: | 
7 PRINTED BY ISAIAH THOMAS, Jux. 
; | © March——1800, 
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LUNENBURG, February 22, 1800. | 
WE the Subſcribers, in behalf of the Militia Come 


anies and other Citizens of the Town, return you our moſt fin- 
cere thanks for the very elegant and ſentimental Euro, this 
day by you pronounced, and requeſt you to be ſo obliging as to | 
furniſh us with a Copy of the ſame for the Preſs. 
In the mean time we are, with the higheſt ſentiments of ef« 
teem, | Sir, your much obliged, | 
| and very humble ſervants, 
ABRAHAM HASKELL, WI 
EDMUND CUSHING, Committee, 
JOHN PATTERSON, 93 


Mr. WII IIa CunninGHAn, Jun. 
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| | | LuxzNBURG, February 22, 1800. 
GENTIEMEN, . 
THE many marks of eſteem which I have received 


From the people of LunsnBurG, during the few weeks which I cole 
| * have paſſed among them on a viſit, have Tam my mind very fav- 


orable impreſſi ons of their politeneſs and hoſpitality. | 
The Evlocy which I delivered by requeſt on a ſhort notice, 
is an imperfeft production ; the confiderations which induced me 


to deliver it, prevail with me to ſurrender it to your direction: 


convinced that the fame candor will be exerciſed on the peruſal, 
which wes exhibited on the delivery. ſe * 


. Jam with perfect eſteem, - 
/ Gentlemen, your mol obedient ſervant, 
; WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM, Jus. 
Meſs, A. Hasxz LL, F ae” 
E. Cusninc, Committee, 
J. Par TEMSsON, 
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l N Orator of the Ancients when 


be roſe before a great aſſembly, 
WH wept- on the reflection that they 
muſt die : If the anticipation of 
death could put tears into. the 


be our feelings convened to weep, 
7" *-- over the tomb of the Founder 
and Father of our wide ſpread Empire ! Such, Fel- 
low Citizens, is the affecting occaſion of this ſolem- 
„ | W. | 
As the Leader of our ghoſfen band, he ſaid, Let 
there be Liberty, and ſhe deſcended and reſted on 
his banner: In eight years he, in conjunction with 
bis copatriots, finiſhed the glorious work of Free- 
dom, and on the ninth reſted from his labors; Af 
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eyes of a Philoſopher, what muſt, 
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ter à ſhort repoſe, he was called to preſide in his 
Wiſdom, over the Empire he had ſo eſſentially con- 
tributed” to raiſe by his Power: This was a work 
worlty of one who: owned and adored a Deity ; and 
with truth and decency I may add, it was as near 
and as perfect an imitation of the work of Creation 

and Providence, as an image can approach to an o- 
riginal. The memory of ſo much worth muſt reach 
your hearts and ſwell them out with gratitude and 
grief. Events are not in our power, ſubmiſſion is 

our duty! ra 5 
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In revolving in my mind, the manner in which I 
ſhould attempt to perform the part which you have 
partially allotted me, I at firſt afpired to a wiſh that 
I could open the imagination of Burke, and let looſe 
the tongue of Cicero. But when I ſet the mighty 
Man before me; in the light of unadorned truth, and 
when my heart recovered its genuine ſenſibility to 
the public calamity in his death, my riſing preſump- 
tion was repreſſed; and I boaſted of doing more in 
the ample narrative of his life, than could be done 
for any. of his predeceſſors in wy cauld a forum at 
another Athens be opened to their Eutogilts, __ _ 
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„ Arrzxs me, chen, Heroes and ateſmen, ach 
trates aud Citizens, while 1 diſplay the Man 1 | 


whom ypu weep, and while I give each of you a let 
ſon from * E S I 95 197.790 Jo 129157 bus 
GMA WASHINGTON was bern at the Pars | 
iſh of Waſhington, Weſtmoreland County, in Vir- 
_ginia., This day completes ſuxtyeight anniverſary 
| rounds fince his birth. | His father was a worthy... 
. aud opulent Farmer and Planter.“ Vulgar con- 
UW got wanzgdod AL 00 $7794. n 9 * 
' Sent to e holz r bottiont azo! e 
"IS a * 5 a Jo WY Ef i a Ten [> = abb 
Mr. Aveverme WAsHN TH, Whoſe immediale progeni- 
tt, at about the time of the Revolution (1688) 5 to Vir- 
giaia, from Cave, in the Eaſt Riding of Yorkſhire, England. 
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ceptions of greatneſs have ſuppoſed a Royal anceſ⸗ 
try: My auditory are too enlightened to need from 
me, an expreſſion of contempt at the debaſing ſug» 
geſtion: A healthy and yirtuous parentage, is the 

pureſt origin of the moſt exalted rank. He received 

a private education. He was a becoming and com- 

manding figure, His countenance wore the ſign of 

the ſerious and important occupation of his thoughts! 

It was the throne; too, of unaſſumed dignity, Which 
juſtantly, by a ſilent and unconſcious power, pro- 

claimed to the beholder an wrefiſtible edict of ven- 
ernten. | (47 6 Valk Plane 


' Ws 6 1270 #34870 0 EGU n 
Tax firſt indieations of a propenſity. to public 
employment, was in a reſolution at a juvenile age, ta 

enter a Midſhipman in the Naval ſervice. This 
Ration is the nurſery of naval tactics, and in it 
: dung gentlemen of the higheſt order acquire thei? 

5 in. that ſcĩience. The affectionate impor- 
unity of his Mother diffuaded him from his defign. 
His military career commenced in his youth with 
an important rank in the militia of Mis State. 

Bronx the age of twentytwo he was entruſted 
by Virginia to negociate a peace with hoſtile French 
and Indians on her frontiers; This important Em- 
baſſy was conducted with the higheſt addreſs and ce- 
lebrity. If uncontroled ambition had been then the 

Pi" 1 2 : - * - + | þ-.-F4 fre 


l have often heard it lamented that General Wasmo ron 
d not the advantages of a 2 education Such have certainly 
made a falſe eſtimate of the advantages of a private education. It has 
Jong been a practice in families of the [greateſt afluence t have a 
Private inſtructor for their ſons, | This was the advantage which 
enerel WASHINGTON had, and under fimilar tutorage great num- 
bers have attamed the higheft eminence in all the departments of 
learning and ſcience. It has long been controverted +whathera 
public or private education is preferable ? The finiſhed characte 
of General WasHIN Oro is the beſt argument in favor ofa privew 
. education which was ever uſed, 
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fire of kts FI this pfüpiädas event would have 
fed it with an unextinguiſhable combuſtible. His 


| ruling paſſion was uſefulneſs—that is the only true 


potnt of glory ſucceſs on ſuch a mind, makes with 
a Dt HITS a reverential impreſſion. 1 w Ke, 
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\ Na was Aiddecamp to the brave but unfortanate 
General Braddock in his expedition againſt the Na- 
tives in the year 1765 · It reſts on the higheſt prob 
ability that our arms would have worn the burniſh 
of a victory, if the raſſi impetuoſity of the General 
could have been exalted to the calm ſkill · guided for- 
titude of Colonel WAs HIN GrO NV. To his adroitneſs 


was aſcribed all which eſcaped 12 tarniſh of the 


lavage triumph. 


Tur laurels he had freſh at as a \ Soldier on | 


the Monongahela, he tranſplanted as an Huſband- 


man on the banks of the. Potowmac. For many 


. years: he was a Member of the Legiſlative Body, and 
lullained a Commiſſion? in 2 the 28 of his State. 


WW 


In che year 1774 he was returned a Detegate from 
4% ee to the frlt Congreſs of the United States. 


To che high and all important andes of Coms 
Wand in Chief of our Armies, he was elevated by: 


the unanimous choice of Congreſs. On receiving 


the inveſtiture of the reſponſible truſt, behold the 


ingenuous diffidence, the high wrought excellence 
of the Man,—Free from Buonapartean deſigns of 


perſonal: aggrandizement, with patriotic concern he 
alone diſtruſted the competency of his abilities to 
perform the ſervices required. He entered on 
the momentous taſk in a full conviction of the rec- 


titude of our cauſe; in an ardent devotion of. him- | 


ſelf to it; and in an -unſhaken confidence in the 


* of Heaven Fun, difintereſted Patriot 1. o 
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Well might your Country be proud to exalt your 
Merit! Well might ſhe boaſt herſelf invincible in 
e e # 542 8:17 | 


T0 give. a fall. portrait of ie Man for the eight 
MT years, I ſhould: be obliged to take my 
coloring from every page in the hiſtory of our ardu- 
aus conflict. Read it, and admire the Hero in every 
Teene from the conſecration of the heights of Dor- 
cheſter, to the 45 which bar immortalized York and 
Glouceſter, ICS 


14 was no > lol the wife Counſellor of the Cabi- 

net, than the mighty Champion in War. His let- 
ters to Congreſs ſhow the powers and ſolicitude of  — |} 
a mind, on the energies of which, the whole nation 

was repoſed. Thoſe were not more remarkable or 
important than his incorruptibility : When the en- 

emy tempted him as from the High Mountain, 
with!“ All theſe will I give you,“ we diſcover the 
ſame conſtancy and equanimity, which uniformly 
appeared in every viciſſitude, from low adverfity to 

the higheſt point of elevation. J 
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A RECURRENCE to the firſt periods * our "Re 
tion excites emotions too exquiſite for utterance. An 
Army unſkilled in war, were to be diſciplined and 
encouraged before they copld be hazarded in the 

combat. be! were to he preſerved from diſaffec- 

tionyyfrom a Werte inci ents, and from diſtreſſes 

Which imprinted their ſteps in blood; and the coun- 
.cils. of an. infant nation were to be animated and in- 

e to „ the Na attirude of „power and he A 
DE RT} - 38 a 26a Bolus 40 "Experience. 


3 1 would not deſcend to notice me vittus which reſifted the en- 
4 of the enemy and their inſidious advocates, if the world 
had never been diſhonored by a Traitor. Thoſe attempts on Gen- 
eral WASHINGTON were numerous, and from perſons of worth, 
ſtati on and ä 
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exnerience.,—_Thefe : diflculties, formidable: a e | * 


Alps, were ſurmounted by our Heaven guided 1 
WASHINGTON. As the ſtars which deck our a- | 
zure vault in the black midnight, light our feet, and 4 

through the frigid air of winter glow the brighter; 


fo the ſtars of glory ſhining from the arch of his ex- 
panded virtues in dark affliction, illumined our way, 
and through the cutting blaſts of Oppreffioni beamed 


p * 


<1 "reſplendent. f 1 10 4 


7 f 
14 


Wurm our hemiſphere was portentouſly over- 
ſpread, the monſter Envy, ſpread her blackened 
front. to hide his . rays, So in the rev- 

olution of the celeſtial luminaries, the dirty Earth 
will ſometimes intervene to obſcure their luſtre. 
From the adverſe, gloomy day, our WASHING. 
TON, like an emerging fun came forth in more 
"cheering, more rai ka beams. Like that glorious 
orb he roſe on the admiring fight, and diffuſing a 
benign influence, 'majeſtically aſcended to the ze- 
nith of the whole political horizon, where, without 
the intervention of a, Joſhua, he is fixed by the Au- 
thor of Light for the illumination of the world! 


Arx the termination of the war, the Soldiery were 
by anonymous publications, artful zud inflammato- 
ry, excited to alarming diſcontents at the tardineſs _ 
in public proviſions for their compenſation.” They 
Turroanded the, Nationat Hall—But ſtop Let me 
not diſgrace our hiſtory, let me not aggravate. our 
diſtreſfes by the black recital— Cefar was ſtalking 
from his tomb to graſp, again his ſword, but Brutus 
was net dead. Pardon the compariſon—our 
WASHINGTON uſed not a dagger: With a Sa- 
vior's heel be bruiſed the ferpents head, expoſed his 
fubtil wiles, and in each polluted heart infuſed the 
T0000 ( 


. WY T _—— ” 
; « £5 4 Hs 
* 


g id 
Tais Cavin ag interpoſiion was followed by his Ad- 
: dre to the Governors of the ſeveral States, in which 
the complicated intereſts of our country are perſpic- 


uoaſly delineared, and our N policy forcibly 
enjoined. 


Jo this 3 "EY ee of his e! 
to the Congreſs of the United States then ſitting at 
Annapolis. The ſublimity and magnificence of the 
ſcene will deſcend to ages in the deſcriptive powers 
of an Homer; but the effect cannot be tranſmitted 
with the deſcription. —We can taſte it;—lf our 
WASHINGTON ſhonld at this inſtant appear in 
this aſſembly, could we ſtop the ardent look of love? 
Could we ſuppreſs 'the flowing tear of gratitude ? 
Could we detain our enraptured minds from the 
pleaſing retroſpection of his life? —So auguſt was the 
pectacle! So moving were the acts | To fee the be- 
loved and unconquerable Hero ſurrender the inſig- 
nia of his truſt in ſubordination to the civil power, 
and literally convert the ſword into a ploughſhare, 
Was an inſtance of moderation and n noble 
as rare. | 


: * 


H bad n . * the far famed 8 ex- 
changed public honors for private happineſs; but 
the exigences of our ' ies could not t long Dering the 


de fired repoſe. 


Ta confederation which had been . to 
our union in war, was inſufficient to concentre the 
ſtrength and intereſt of the Nation in peace. Sages 
were convened from all the States to form an effi- 

cient Conſtitution of Government The palladium 
. of Liberty which they offered to their country bears 
arſt the lanction of our WASHIN ORs 
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Auoxc the firſt acts of the people under this 
Conſtitution was the choice of a Preſident. Twice 
had he the unanimous ſuffrage for this higheſt truſt. 
We muſt again read his eulogy in his acts, they are 

too numerous to particularize, yet too full of conſe- 
uence to paſs unnoticed—The eye of the prophetic 
— penetrated futurity, and with the high 
deſtiny of his Country full in his view, he formed 
and invariably purſued the auſpicious * ” Plan'® of 
his adminiſtration. 


"vin the period had arcived tos the chind deſig- 
avidin of a Prefident, and when his reexaltation by 
the unanimous voice could not have been queſtion- 
ed, he again retires, leaving for our guide The dil- - 
intereſted warnings of a parting, friend. T Go 
WASHINGTON, and in thy retirement feaſt on the 
rich harveſt of thy Country's praiſe Go and be 
happy in the plenitude of thy virtues—in the bene- 
diction of Heaven which we ſhall unceaſingly in- 
voke! Theſe were the aſpirations of our hearts 
þut, hard hindrance! we could not allow you the 
undiſturbed ſolace of yourſelf —Your threatened 
country, boaſtful and undaunted in her ſhield, com- 
mands you again to put on the armor of war. ats 


Ix the continually aſcending greatneſs of Ouneral 
WASHINGTON, his laſt a& 1s to be regarded as 
the moſt tranſcendent. He was appointed Com- 
mander of our Armies, by, and under his ſucceſſor in 
the office of Preſident; but thy acceptance WASH 
INGTON' raiſed thee to the apex of the pinnacle of 
glory — ſeated there, fortunately for the perfection 
and confirmation of ny fame, the commiſhoned An- 
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* See hisvaledictory Addreſs «to the People of the United States,” 
. e | 2 es. 
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gel executed the command which e thee; to 
kindred ſpirits i in thy native heaven! 


* 


Lr us gather round his couch and . the formi- 
dable warrior conflicting with the King of Terrors.“ 
Short was the conteſt, In the full poſſeſſion and 
uſe of his reaſon he ſaid, * My private affairs are 
in order. My public buſineſs but two days in 'ar- 
rears. I fear not death—Soul thou art ready for 
thy flight!“ He then raiſed his own hands to his 
face, cloſed his own eyes, and was gone gone for- 
ever !—The Leader of the free was all his life the 
follower of the Lamb. Viewing his triumph under 
the Captain of his Salvation” we can exultingly 
exclaim O Death where was Ir mage 12 e 
where thy gon e — 


Ws good citizen and upright mas binds ma 
admire and follow the example of the retired Far- 
mer and Civilian of Mount Vernon: f The Stateſ= 
man at the' head of an Empire ma keep on his 
mind and be actuated by the example of the Father 
of his Country: The General, When ufging the 
righteous warfare againſt the baſe oppreſſor or the 
inſidious invader, may be animated by the valor, 
enlightened by e ſagacity, and invigorated by the 
8 of t ie e Chieftain : But it re- 
ns * * AA 0 = mains. 
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* He was ſeized with an acute . on vie I 13th of Decem» 
ber laſt, and on the 14th cloſed his life. | 

+ Mount Vernon was, ſo named in compliment to Admiral ver- 
non with whom an elder Brother of Genęrfal WASHINGTON had 
ſerved, and from whom he had received marks of diſtinction. Gen- 
tlemen who occupy ſeats in the large Counties in our Southern 
States give them any name they pleaſe. The fancies of the ancient 
Mythologiſts, and the pleaſing inventions of the elder Poets haye, 
moſt of them, a reſidence in thoſe States. | Thoſe fanciful names 
are ſo frequent as often to need being uſed to deſignate the occu- 
pant. Members of Congreſs have 1095 diſcriminated with a 
name of their reſidence as Daniel, of Sr. Thomas } enifer. | 
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mains for minds ſaſceptive of the moſt delicate im- 
preſſions—it is for you my Fair Auditors, in whom 
virtue and ſenſibility have a native reſidence— it is 
for you to mingle your tears with her's who careſſed 
him as the kind huſband; with theirs who embraced: _ 
bim as the cordial friend ; with theirs who enjoyed 
him as the obliging neighbor. If we, bereaved of 
a common Father, owe to honor, our Country and 
humanity a tender token of our grief; think, but it 
is beyond the ſcope of conception, how great muſk 
be their endurance who claimed him in thoſe dear 
relations: We recount the exploits of the Hero, the 

achievements of the Sage: They on a living tablet 

have indelibly recorded the train and endearments. 
of his ſocial virtues : If our ſympathies yet need ex- 
citement let us liſten to their ed, highs. 


-Qux. minds, improveable. as they are, are ſeldom 
permitted extraordinary attainments in more th 
one or twa. an Diſtinguiſhed in the line of 
former worthies, we {ce Hannibals decked. in the 
ſhield and helmet, ſeated; in the car of Victory: 
Colburts, arrayed in the habiliments of the Coun- 
cil, teaching the arts of national proſperity. ; Chat- 
bams, gifted with preſcience, developing the tenden - 
cy of every meaſure of the State, and Addiſons, a- 
round whoſe innate virtues and mental endow- 
ments, ages cd Mon RO bear their win- 
een e ee 


"Tha various Vittues to ae in one, | 
| Gow, 1 himſelf, and made 2 WASHINGTON. 
Taz PET Pr of otbets may be in marble in- 
fculptured with their deeds; his ſhall be the living 
ſepulchre of our hearts and there will we treaſure 
the remembrayee of his worth. Dear, —— 


f 
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Sbade! Look with benignity on theſe. humble at- 
tempts to honor thee—let the pure incenſe of our 
gratitude aſcend, and mingle in thy ſoul * . 


Lie of Paradiſe! , es > 


I rauss to allow you a repaſt of tears. | 


- Lev us Americans! alleviate our grief ir in. a view 
of the conſolations which remain. WASHING- 
ION has left us a Country free, happy and N84 
progreſſing i in power, wealth and ſplendor. In hi 

aternal legacy“ we have the ineſtimable treaſure of 
27 mind, conducting our growing proſpects to a 
perfect conſummation. And we have blefſed be 
Gop ! ! his ſucceſſor at the head of our Coverment 
W in his mantle. 


| £ 
Tas Americans ! are ous conſolation, 2 


Lax ws rally,round the Conſtitution which we 
-have voluntarily raiſed over us, and let us ſupport 
with our countenance the conſtituted authorities an 
its adminiſtration. Let us heed the counſels and 
adniohitions of our departed Chief, then ſhall his 


O's 1 our glory un> . became o commett- 


0 moſt brilliant imagination would need... a 
Summer's worn in the bower of Apollo, attend: 
with all the ſymphonies of nature, to be endued wi 


powers to depict the greatneſs which lies before us. 


America, great in her geographical meafure, would 
be greater in the meaſure of hex wiſdom and might; | 
greater in her civil and religious 988 9 
Bur 

This Legacy i is the Addset or General WASHINGTON to 


the People of the United States, declining their ſuffrages for the 
Preſidency. Americans bind it in your Bibles next to the Sermon 


on the Mount that the leſſons of your two Saviors may be read to- 


gether, 


76 
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Bur Conntrymen ! ſhould we diſregard the war- 
nings of our WASHINGTON ſlould we culti- 
vate partialities to other Countries, and prejudices 
and jealouſies againſt our own, then would ou 
f age ectations be reverſed ; our ſky woul 
be — 5 and the iron deſpotiſm Which would | 
follow,-would bind us in chains, . and immove- 
meet dere Hide ng nod Bet Tn 
on E Natufk and monuments which a grateful 
people will erect to perpetuate the glory of their 
depa rted Chief, and to be conſtant monitors of their 
Io, would be demoliſhed, and his ſacred aſhes torn 
From their reſpoſitory and ſcattered in the wind. 
At ſuch a thought, I ſee the fire of indignation 
ſpreading in your veins—As' Americans, as Philau- 
thropiſts let us feel 4 diſcharge our obligations to 
| infuſe the ſame noble ſpirit into our children; then 
"will they be worthy of liberty and valiant in its de- 
fence; then will the: dear Woh bleſſing be trant- 
wied unimpairedto future [co eamge Mt LW 
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Warn we recede to a conan of the timp 
hb our forefathers came to theſe ſhores, led by.the 
hand of Gop; when we view the repeated and. ſignal 
5 interpoſitions of his Providence in all the eventful 
and perilous periods of our hiſtory, we have no rea- 
ſon to diſtruſt the continuence of his bleſſing— Let 
us expełt it in the conſtant and rational uſe 01 all 
tlie means in our power, and may Hz who ruleth a- 
mong the Nations, make us, like our Acumen 
TON, a name, and a praiſe in the whole e 
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